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This demonstration project aims to verify the efficacy of 
this kind  of  approach  in the northern part  of the 
Venice Lagoon, within the area which includes 
Burano,  Mazzorbo  and Torcello islands 
and the Palude (marsh) dei Laghi.  

A  key  project goal is the participation of  local communities and 
stakeholders   which,  due to their bond  with  the territory and 
knowledge  of  its  dynamics,  can  make the project  actions 
sustainable in the long term.    

The project foresees the realization of  various  micro soil-bioengineering
works  to protect salt marsh borders, through  the use of biodegradable
material  with  low environmental  and  landscape impact.  The project
approach is  to prevent erosion  by stopping it  at  its very beginning,
obtaining satisfying results at low costs.

LIFE VIMINE is  a project which aims to define and implement a novel
integrated  approach  to   landscape  management,  with  the  goal  of 
protecting the salt marshes  of the inner parts of the Venice lagoon from
erosion.  These  unique  habitats  are  rapidly  disappearing  due  to both 
natural   processes  and  human  impacts   of  various  kinds (e. g.  waves 
generated  by  motor  boats  and  wind, lagoon hydrodynamic alterations
caused  by the excacaused  by the excavation of  deep channels, scarce amount of sediments 
entering the lagoon). 
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                                                              Salt  marshes  are  a  resource  given  the  multiple 
                                                             benefits  that  they  provide  to  society,  known  as 
                                                           ecosystem services. These habitats foster the presence 
                                                        of valuable  fishery resources,  are of great  natural and 
                                                      landscape  value,  dissipate  current  and  wind   energy, 
                                                  promote the natural removal of pollutants, and stock carbon.     
                                              Ecosystem services and the human activities depending upon                                               Ecosystem services and the human activities depending upon 
                                         them have a great  social  and  economic 
                                   value: the LIFE VIMINE project will quantify 
                           this value and inform the institutions managing 
                   the lagoon of the  results, with the  aim of  favoring 
         investments in the safeguarding of salt marshes. 
  The approach proposed by LIFE VIMINE recognizes the close link 
  between environmental protection and societal needs  between environmental protection and societal needs: investing in 
  salt marsh protection actually means investing in local development.

Information activities in the project
also   include  schools:  specific 
training programs  for teachers
and recreational - educational 
activities for kids are foreseen. 

                                   Recreational  boat  owners  are 
                                   involved  in  discussions about 
                                  project activities and informed 
                                 of   the   impact  that  intense 
                            recreational boat traffic can have 
on  salt  marshes.  A  key  goal  of  the  LIFE VIMINE 
project  is  to  find  sustainable and shared project  is  to  find  sustainable and shared ways of 
living and visiting the lagoon.

Local associations operating in the lagoon area 
are   involved   in   all  project   phases  for  the 
organization of  information days  or  “ecological 
days” which have the purpose of restoring the lagoon. 
They also contribute with comments and suggestions to the 
activities of the LIFE VIMINE project. 

       Within the project area, local inhabitants are directly involved in the creation of
      works for the protection of salt marshes. This approach allows us to employ and
    endorse local knowledge of the fragile lagoon ecosystem. 


